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St. Jerome begins the great line of scholars from the fathers of the Early Church 
to the Jesuit preachers of the Counter Reformation. He is considered one of the 
four Western Doctors (with Augustine, Ambrose and Gregory the Great) of the 
universal church. Certainly a man of letters, probably the most learned man of 
his age, he was also a monk. He began his studies in grammar and rhetoric in 




